
Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for admission into the Master in Intellectual 
Property (MIP) Programme. The MIP Programme is jointly offered by Africa University (AU); the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Academy and the African Regional Intellectual Property 
Organization (ARIPO) with financial support from the Government of Japan. The Programme adopts a 
blended teaching and comparative approach, with particular emphasis on Africa. Lectures are delivered by 
renowned academics, intellectual property professionals, IP officers, and other experts from Africa, Europe, 
and beyond. 
The provisional curriculum of the Programme is available on the following website: 

Africa University (http://africau.edu/programmes/Mastersinlntellectualproperty.html) 

STRUCTURE OF THE MIP PROGRAMME 

The duration of the programme is 12 months. 

Part I: Distance Learning Phase 
Students take three WIPO Distance Learning (DL) courses offered online from May to July 2025. At the end 
of the DL courses, examinations are written. 
Online classes facilitated by the WIPO Academy are scheduled from l May 2025 to 29 July 2025; 

Part II: Residential Learning Phase 
The Residential Learning Phase for the 2025 intake is expected to start on l August 2025 and expected to end 
on 6 December 2025. 

During this phase, students take residential courses at Africa University in Muta re, Zimbabwe, attending face 
to face lectures with professors/lecturers and IP experts. Class teaching is complemented by case studies, 
tutorials, research work, field trips, dissertation proposal writing and defence. A total of 6 examinable 
modules are taken during this phase of study. 

In the last two weeks of the Residential Learning Phase, students go through practical training and 
participate in an Intellectual Property Conference at ARIPO in Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Part Ill: Dissertation Writing Phase 
Students work on their dissertations on selected and approved topics between January and April 2026. Every 
student works intensively under the guidance of two supervisors who are allocated during the Residential 
Learning Phase. 

Dissertation writing starts during the residential phase with proposal writing and defence. Fieldwork and 
related process are expected to start in December 2025 and end on 30 April 2026. 
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